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THE EUROPEAN NETWORK 
FOR LIGHT ION HADRON 
THERAPY
A multidisciplinary platform aimed at a 
coordinated effort towards ion beam research in 
Europe.

The European Network for Light Ion Hadron 
Therapy (ENLIGHT), which had its inaugural 
meeting at the European Organization for 

Nuclear Research (CERN) in February 2002, today 
has more than 600 participants from nearly 25 
European countries. Harnessing the full potential 
of particle therapy requires the expertise and 
ability of physicists, physicians, radiobiologists, 
engineers, and information technology experts, as 
well as collaboration between academic, research, 
and industrial partners.

The ENLIGHT network has been instrumental in 
bringing together different European centers to 
promote hadron therapy and to help establish 
international discussions comparing the 
respective advantages of intensity modulated 
radiation proton and carbon therapies. A major 
success of ENLIGHT has been the creation of 
a multidisciplinary platform bringing together 
communities that were traditionally separated, 
so that clinicians, physicists, biologists, and 
engineers work side-by-side. Special attention is 
also given to the training of young researchers 
�E�R�H���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P�W���[�S�V�O�M�R�K���M�R���X�L�I���¤�I�P�H��

For more information and contact details please 
visit the ENLIGHT website at cern.ch/enlight

Join the ENLIGHT network. Register to become 
a member here.
https://indico.cern.ch/confRegistrationFormDis-
play.py/display?confId=180036
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Did you say “issue”?

Manjit Dosanjh

FROM THE ENLIGHT
COORDINATOR
Manjit Dosanjh

This issue of the ENLIGHT Highlights goes to press a few days 
before our 15th annual meeting, which will be held in Aarhus, 
�(�I�R�Q�E�V�O�����-�X���M�W���S�R�P�]����X�X�M�R�K���X�L�E�X���X�L�M�W���O�I�]���I�Z�I�R�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���)�2�0�-�+�,�8��
community will be held in one of the 2017 European Capitals 
of Culture, as this is where a new proton therapy centre will 
soon come to life. 

�;�L�M�P�I�� �(�I�R�Q�E�V�O�� �M�W�� �Q�E�O�M�R�K�� �M�X�W�� �¤�V�W�X�� �W�X�I�T�W�� �M�R�� �X�L�M�W�� �¤�I�P�H���� �X�L�I��
�1�I�H�%�Y�W�X�V�S�R�� �J�E�G�M�P�M�X�]�� �M�R�� �%�Y�W�X�V�M�E�� �L�E�W�� �W�X�E�V�X�I�H�� �X�S�� �X�V�I�E�X�� �M�X�W�� �¤�V�W�X��
patients (our well-deserved cover image), the TIFPA centre in 
Trento (Italy) has opened a new research line and the TERA 
Foundation (Italy) celebrates its 25th anniversary. 

Radio and hadrontherapy have made impressive progress 
over the last 15 years and the ENLIGHT community has played 
a crucial role in it. Not only have new centres been built but 
�R�I�[�� �X�S�T�M�G�W�� �L�E�Z�I�� �G�S�Q�I�� �Y�R�H�I�V�� �X�L�I�� �W�T�S�X�P�M�K�L�X�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �W�G�M�I�R�X�M�¤�G��
community. I am deliberately avoiding using the word “issue” 
here as I strongly believe that these are challenges that are 
actually nurturing the whole community. Indeed, the currently 
�S�T�I�R���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R�W���E�F�S�Y�X���L�S�[���F�M�K���H�E�X�E���E�V�I���K�S�M�R�K���X�S���L�I�P�T���S�Y�V���¤�I�P�H��
or how our knowledge of the Relative Biological Effectiveness 
���6�&�)��� �S�J�� �T�V�S�X�S�R�W�� �M�W�� �I�Z�S�P�Z�M�R�K�� �J�S�V�� �X�L�I�� �F�I�R�I�¤�X�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �T�E�X�M�I�R�X�W����
should not be seen as issues but, rather, as new opportunities 
and raisons d’être of our network. This is where we and our 
multidisciplinary approach to problem solving can contribute 
best. We will pursue this important objective also at the 
upcoming meeting, which will include discussions about 
clinical trials as well as LET and radiobiology.

This issue of Highlights also reminds us of another important 
aspect of our network, which is training. Onyine Belogun (a 
member of the International Cancer Experts Corps, ICEC) 
emphasises the importance of training experts who will be able 
�X�S���S�J�J�I�V���X�L�I���F�I�W�X���V�E�H�M�E�X�M�S�R���F�E�W�I�H���X�V�I�E�X�Q�I�R�X�W���X�S���¤�K�L�X���G�E�R�G�I�V���E�P�W�S��
in countries with a relatively low national income. This is part of 
a global effort which scientists worldwide are making to offer 
the same high standards to an increasingly large population. 
ENLIGHT is playing a role there too and we can proudly say 
that we have been emphasising the importance of sharing 
as widely as possible the knowledge and the best practices 
�E�G�U�Y�M�V�I�H���M�R���X�L�M�W���G�S�Q�T�P�I�\���¤�I�P�H��

Let me take this opportunity to thank all the contributors, 
hoping that many more of you will be willing to share your work 
on these pages in the future. I hope you will enjoy this edition 
and look forward to seeing you in Aarhus!
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